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Questions & Discussion 

• Networking with the wider VCFS

• Identifying potential partnerships

• What should you consider when working the wider 
VCFS? 

– Partnership agreements

– Internal policies for joint working



Working with Local 
Authorities



Structure 

• Parish Councils, District Councils, County Councils, Metropolitan Councils, 
City Councils, Town Council, Unitary Authorities, Combined Authorities…

• Combined Authorities, County Councils and Unitary Authorities are usually 
in charge of Transport. 

• Parish, Community and Town Councils are usually responsible for, bus 
shelters, community centres, grants to help local organisations, 
consultation on neighbourhood planning.

• If you don’t know what tier of local government you need to contact for 
your specific problem, we can help you figure it out. 



Contracts for Services

• Under section 508B and Schedule 35B of the Education Act 1996 local 
authorities are under a duty to provide free school transport to "eligible 
children”. Eligible children include, those living outside of a statutory 
walking distance of the nearest qualifying school (2 - 3 miles) or SEN 
children with health and safety or mobility concerns.

• Councils may also have contracts for adult social care and Dial-a-Ride 
services. 



Finding Contracts 

• Speak to the Transport Team/Council

• Search the procurement portal your council uses e.g. 
https://www.eastmidstenders.org or 
https://www.supplyingthesouthwest.org.uk

• Use portals e.g. Bidstats, Stotles

• Contract Finder 
https://www.contractsfinder.service.gov.uk/Search

https://www.eastmidstenders.org/
https://www.supplyingthesouthwest.org.uk/
https://www.contractsfinder.service.gov.uk/Search




Other Reasons to Work With Local 
Authorities

• Section 106 funding 

• Road repairs

• Pinpointing in need communities, or 
individuals 

• Collaboration to offer new services

• Lots more!



Questions and Discussion Discussion

If you’re a provider:

• How do you currently work with your council?

• How would you like to work with your council in future? 

• What are your barriers to working with your council?

If you’re a local authority: 

• Are you aware of the community transport providers in your area? 

• How could you best work with them?

• How do you currently work with them? 


